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1. List and discuss major types of unobtrusive methods to gather data
Introduction
	Unobtrusive methods of data collection are techniques that a researcher in a criminal justice and criminology studies would use to gather first-hand information without considering the work of other researchers in the same field of study. A physical presence of the researcher is required for an empirical investigation to extract enough data from the source. Earlier philosophers such as Emile Durkheim, Max Weber and Karl Marx majorly gathered most of their data from the library (Hagan 130). 
Indirect measures
	In this method, a researcher is able to gather the information required without following any formal procedures for the research context.  The indirect measures consist of carrying out surveys, interviews, course evaluations, reports on retention etc. All these are effective to measure the reliability of the research context.   Considerations should be made on the ethics of the type of measurement in place. About the interests of participants, there should be a protection of privacy, and the corresponding duties of researchers to care for the personal information in a top secret manner. The privacy risks involve the identification of the participants, the use, and disclosure of personal information and the ethnic group they belong.  A researcher has to bear in mind that privacy risks can occur at any level of the research process, including the initial collections of data. In addition to this policy, researchers and research boards are expected to minimize the privacy risks (Hagan 131). The policy also involves the consent of the prospective participants either is able to agree or refuse to participate in research. The respect of persons have to be considered, the prospective participants should do so voluntarily, understand the purpose of the research and the risks and latent benefits of research.
Content analysis
	This involves the analysis of text documents and can be quantitative or qualitative or even both. The objective of content analysis to identify patterns contained in a text document and it covers several areas of research. It includes thematic analysis of text where it involves identification of themes or major ideas in a document in a set of documents (Hagan 132). A document can be field notes, newspaper articles, technical papers or memos from an organization. Indexing too can be classified as content analysis where an automated method for rapidly indexing is applied to text documents. A computer program is used to index documents by scanning the whole documents and creating indexes. A quantitative descriptive analysis is classified under content analysis and it involves describing text quantitatively and is done directly by a computer. Content analysis has several limitations to the type of information available in text form. A computer program cannot be able to ascertain what an individual meant by a certain praise or term. It has the advantage of being unobtrusive and can be a rapid method for analyzing large amounts of texts in a document.
Secondary analysis of data
	It involves analysis of already existing sources of data and it refers to re-analysis of quantitative data rather than texts. Several amounts of data are collected by governments, schools, businesses and other organizations that is stored electronically in databases. It is accessible and easily analyzed, and is therefore contained in several electronic storage media. The data available for secondary analysis includes census bureau data, criminal records, standardizing testing data, economic data and consumer data (Hagan 134). The secondary analysis involves a combination of information from several databases in order to perform an examination of the research questions. It has several advantages as it is efficient, as it allows you to extend the scope of the study.
Conclusion
 	Unobtrusive methods of collecting data are very effective and most preferred for collecting data for research on a particular topic in criminal justice and criminology. Though have some limitations, they are much superior to other methods since system bias and other sampling errors are reduced hence the reliability of data is high.
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